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Program overview

2012 funding opportunities/priorities

Two project examples
Application guidance

Audience Q&A
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Sustain and restore fish, wildlife and habitat in the
Great Lakes basin by leveraging funding, building
conservation capacity, and focusing partners and

resources toward key ecological issues
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133 grants: $20.6 million
Grantee match: $21.8 million

Total conservation investment: $42.4 million
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w Reconnect 774 stream miles
w Restore 17,000 habitat acres
w Restore 86 stream/riparian miles

w Significant GLRI Action Plan progress
w Healthier fish & wildlife populations

w Significant economic benefits

w Better quality of life



(SSUIQSEA,\A\NI'O&AKES 2012 Funding Opportunities

T ————

w Requests For Proposals atww.sustainourgreatlakes.org

w Two grants programs

v Community Grants$25,00@$150,000 awards
v Stewardship Grant$(50,00%$1,500,000 awards)

w Eligible applicants

v Nonprofit organizations
v State, provincial, tribal and local governments
v Educational institutions


http://www.sustainourgreatlakes.org/

GREATIAKES Community Grants
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Purpose: Restore/enhance habitat while building local
conservation capacity

Project scale: tens of acres, hundreds/thousands of stream feet
Project duration: typically 18 months

Anticipated funding: $1.5 million

Grant award size: $25,000 to $150,000
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GREATIAKES Stewardship Grants
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Purpose: Largscale habitat restoration/enhancement
Project scale: hundreds of acres, tens of stream miles
Project duration: typically 24 months

Anticipated funding: $37 million

Grant award size: $150,001 to $1.5 million

Small percentaged0%) of grant may be applied toward
completion of planning, design and engineering



Eligible Projects

w Occur within the Great Lakes basin

w Direct bulk of grant funding towaron-the-ground habitat
restoration/enhancement
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Ineligible Grant Expenses

Land protection

Rain barrels, rain gardens, green roofs
Research

Political advocacy, lobbying, litigation
Fundraising

Legally mandated mitigation projects
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Funding Priorities

Aguatic connectivity
Stream and riparian habitat
Wetlands

Coastal habitat

Photo credit: Debbie Maurer



Funding Priority 1

Aguatic Connectivity

Important activities

VvV Dam removal
V  Bridge/culvert replacement
V  Fish passage structure installation

w Risks from invasive species (e.g., sea =
lamprey) must be assessed and addressed|

w Aquatic Connectivity Webinar

V Jan 25 at 10 AM Eastern/9 AM Central
V  Registration info at:
www.sustainourgreatlakes.org

Photo Credit: Bad River Watershed
Association


http://www.sustainourgreatlakes.org/
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Funding Priority 2

Stream and Riparian Habitat

Streambank stabilization

Placement of irstream habitat structures
Invasive species control

Native vegetation restoration

Hydrological restoration

-

Photo credit: Conservation Resource Alliance




Funding Priority 3
Wetlands

w Invasive species control

w Native vegetation restoration

w Hydrological restoration

Photo credits: Alice Brandon, Friends of the Forest Preserves



Funding Priority 4

Coastal Habitat
Invasive species control
Reduction of shoreline fragmentation
Restoration of natural beach topography

Spawning reef restoration/enhancement
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Special Considerations

Benefit species of conservation concern

Accelerate delisting of habitatlated Beneficial Use Impairments
(BUIs) in Areas of Concern (AOCs)

Control aquatic invasive species
Reduce phosphorus inputs to streams and lakes

Provide technical assistance to private landowners

A single proposal may address more than one category o
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Special Consideration 1
Species of Conservation Concern

w Include but not limited to animals and plants identified as
threatened, endangered or special concern

w Preference to proposals that identify pertinent species and
demonstrate how project will benefit them

w Additional preference to projects that quantify:

V  Expected increase in habitat available to identified species
V  Expected population benefits to those species




Special Consideration 2
Accelerate BUI Delisting

Demonstrate how project will accelerate delisting

Preference to projects identified as priorities in Stage 2 Remedial
Action Plans (RAPS)

Letter of support from local RAP implementation group




Special Consideration 3
Control Aquatic Invasive Species

w Demonstrate how project will reduce threats from higbk
aquatic invasive species

w Preference to ofthe-ground control projects
w Additional preference to proposals that demonstrate how:

V  Project relates to a comprehensive control strategy
V  Outcomes will be sustained through time

Photo credit: Bill Steers




Special Consideration 4
Reduce Phosphorus

Demonstrate how project will reduce P entering specific waterways

Preference to proposals that guantify the expected reduction in
terms of absolute inputs

V  weight
V  percentage (X% reduction in P entering water body Y)




Special Consideration 5
Technical Assistance to Private Landowners

Optimize wildlife conservation on private lands through Farm Bill
programs (e.g., WHIP, EQIP, CRP, WRP)

Hire field biologists and other habitat professionals to work with
NRCS field offices for up to 2 years

Letter of support from the NRCS State Conservationist(s)




Questions?
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w Shirley Heinze Land Trust, Inc.

w Established in 1981 in memory of Dr. Shirley Heinze, a supporter ¢
the movement to preserve the Indiana dunes region.

w Mission:

To protect habitats and ecosystems of Northwest Indiana through
acquiring, restoring, and protecting environmentally significant
landscapes for present and future generations.

To inspire and educate people of all ages about the value of land
conservation to protect our natural world and enrich our lives.
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Interdunal Wetland Restoration
In the Indiana Dunes Region
Grant award: $31,378

Project location:
Indiana Dunes Region, southern tip of Lake Michigan

Context: fragmented ecosystem
Threats and challenges:

- fire suppression
- Invasive plants



Project Location

2009 Sustain Our Great Lakes Community Grant
"Interdunal Wetland Restoration in the Indiana Dunes Region"
Shirley Heinze Land Trust

Beverly

[ | ProjectAreas

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore




Project Location



